
 

 

Teen Ambassadors Against Crime 

Leadership Program Information 
 
Crimestoppers Teen Ambassadors Against Crime (TAAC) Leadership Program helps students gain a better 
understanding of the criminal justice arena, including the role that students can and do play in community safety. 
Our goal is to help students engage law enforcement and other community partners, and to become empowered to 
serve as crime prevention role models for their peers and other teens in their community. The TAAC Leadership 
Program educates students about the costs and consequences of crime, both in personal loss as well as economic, 
their rights and responsibilities as citizens, and their ability to bring about meaningful change through advocacy and 
service. It provides youth interested in public safety and crime prevention an opportunity to engage in ongoing, 
active participation in crime prevention, to help groom them as future leaders who will make positive impacts in our 
community.  
 

Benefits of Being a Teen Ambassador Against Crime 
The primary benefits of participation are the opportunities to engage and network with other high school students 
from various schools and parishes in meaningful discussions concerning crime and to see first-hand how the 
criminal justice system works. In addition, you will develop skills in violence prevention and conflict resolution, to 
serve as peer role models, and have the opportunity to voice concerns to community leaders. TAAC participants will 
have the opportunity to network for possible student internships, to be recognized by local news media for their 
accomplishments, to compete for scholarships or other prizes and to serve as mentors for future programs.  
 
Teen Ambassadors are eligible, upon acceptance by their school, to receive credit for community service or 
volunteer hours for their participation in the TAAC program and the development and completion of their service 
learning project, as determined by their individual schools. Students interested in earning additional community 
service hours for school or other credit can help at Crimestoppers events, such as the Night Out Against Crime, 
Annual Carnivale Event and our information tables at other community events.  
 

Selection Criteria for Teen Ambassadors 
High school students with good academic standing from Orleans, Jefferson, St. Bernard, Plaquemines, St. 
Tammany, St. Charles, & St. John the Baptist Parishes are eligible to become Ambassadors. Students will be selected 
for participation by their school administration or may submit an application directly to Crimestoppers but will need 
the recommendation form signed by their school administration. 
 
We are seeking students with an interest in crime prevention, public safety, law enforcement, public service, and 
other aspects of criminal justice who are interested in gaining experience interacting with community leaders, and 
serve as representatives for Crimestoppers in their schools and in the community. We are also interested in students 
who have been personally affected by crime who may have a passion for helping prevent others from becoming 
victims of crime and possibly serve as peer mentors. Students must be able to participate in bi-monthly meetings 
which are held on a week day after school and a Saturday morning. 
 
Skills & Qualifications 
Students should have some leadership experience, be viewed as leaders by their peers, or have the potential to be 
leaders, who are comfortable with public speaking and able to communicate their thoughts effectively to a diverse 
audience of youth and adults. Students should be responsible, able to keep their commitments, and have the 
maturity necessary to interact professionally with community leaders.  You must ALSO have your own 
transportation OR be able to set up a carpool with fellow students who enroll from your school. 



 
Guidelines & Expectations of Ambassadors 
Meeting & Activity Attendance  
To receive the maximum benefit and ensure the group’s productivity and success, it is important for Teen 
Ambassadors Against Crime to attend every session of the program. We understand that at times there will be other 
prior commitments that occur, but we ask that students check the TAAC schedule against their own schedule to 
minimize conflicts and ensure their participation in meetings and other program activities. Students selected as 
TAAC members are expected to attend at LEAST 80% of the meetings over the course of the school year. We hold 
approximately 2 sessions per month, one after school on a weekday and one on a Saturday morning.   Many of the 
meetings will be held at our Metairie Offices. 
 
Grades & Academic Standing 
Students must maintain good academic standing with their school (eligible to participate in extracurricular activities). 
Because students may need to miss a small amount of their normal class time, we ask that a school 
administrator/contact person verify the student’s standing; emails or phone calls will be made mid-semester.  
 
Dress Code 
Students are expected to dress professionally or wear their school uniforms or TAAC shirt at all times (unless 
advised in advance otherwise). Please keep in mind that you will be visiting professional environments. Acceptable 
attire for young ladies includes dress pants, skirts, or dresses with a blouse or nice top, and can include nice sweaters 
(such as cardigans) or jackets, and nice shoes. Acceptable attire for young men includes dress pants/slacks, polo 
shirts (without writing) or other collared shirts, and can include nice sweaters or jackets, and nice shoes. School 
uniforms are considered acceptable attire. Unacceptable attire includes jeans, shorts, revealing clothing of any kind 
(including low-cut blouses or sagging pants that expose undergarments), t-shirts, sweatshirts, too-tight clothing, 
tennis shoes, flip flops or other casual shoes. 

 

Elements of the TAAC Leadership Program 
1.  Interactive Educational Sessions 
The TAAC program includes a series of highly interactive hands-on educational sessions, designed to teach youth 
how to examine violence and law-related issues in the context of their schools and communities and how to apply 
what they learn to real-life circumstances. Students learn about the different types of crime, the costs and 
consequences of crime, conflict management strategies, how crime affects communities, and what community 
prevention programs and services are available to them. The program increases social responsibility in teens, 
educates them about the law, reduces their potential for victimization, and engages them in making their homes, 
schools, and communities safer.  
 
2.   Engaging Community Resources 
Students will have the opportunity to participate in a series of site visits and engage in dialogue with community 
resources, such as:  

 Local law enforcement professionals (site visits to police/sheriff’s office) 

 Courtroom procedures (site visit to courtroom, meet with judge/district attorney) 

 Criminal procedures (site visit to prison/jail) 

 Additional resources including the U.S. Attorney’s Office and Office of Juvenile Justice 

 Federal Law Enforcement Partners including U.S. Marshals, the Department of Alcohol, Tobacco & 
Firearms, the Drug Enforcement Agency, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

 Media professional to discuss the ethics of reporting crime. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3.  Teen Peace Congress 
In partnership with other local organizations, we plan to host our 3rd Annual Teen Peace Congress in the Spring 
2018. The event will feature key speakers on the topics of crime prevention and issues relevant to a teen audience, 
opportunities for students to engage with community leaders to ask questions pertaining to their interests, and 
prominent musical acts to support the event. 

 
4.   Safe School Video Feature  
Ambassadors may be featured in a Safe School video to be used by Crimestoppers during school visits promoting 
the Safe School Hotline throughout our service area.   
 
5.   Service Learning Project 
Through service learning projects, teens apply what they have learned to address a community problem they have 
identified. They work together to assess the community’s needs, set goals, plan and execute a project, and reflect on 
the process. TAAC participants will formulate a service learning project which they will bring back to their schools 
to help inform and inspire their peers to be involved in crime prevention. Ambassadors will help in the development 
of Teen Peace Clubs where other teens in the community will promote good deeds and recognize anti-crime 
endeavors led by teens.  
 
The TAAC program follows a national model for teen involvement in criminal justice: the Teens, Crime, and the 
Community “Community Works” program by the National Crime Prevention Council. Sessions encourage young 
people to analyze situations, exercise reason and critical thinking skills, effectively communicate ideas, and exhibit 
positive behaviors. The students will be provided the opportunity to participate in a mock trial to better understand 
the criminal justice process.   
 

About Crimestoppers, Inc.  
Crimestoppers is a non-profit organization. Our primary goal is to provide citizens with a way to assist law 
enforcement to apprehend criminals and to make our community a safer place to live. The Greater New Orleans 
Crimestoppers was formed in 1981, serving Orleans, Jefferson, St. Tammany, St. Bernard, St. John the Baptist, St. 
Charles, Plaquemines, Washington and St. James parishes. In 36 years, the organization has helped solve more than 
16,500 felony crimes and paid out more than $2,230,000 in cash rewards. 
 
The Crimestoppers Safe School Hotline provides students and teachers a secure method of reporting crime in and 
around schools. The information given is anonymous and callers whose information leads to an arrest or other 
disciplinary action are eligible for a reward.  Presentations offered to the middle and high school students provide 
information on how to prevent and report crimes such as bullying, fights, drugs, weapons, etc.  Since the inception 
of our program, we have solved over 275 crimes over 163 arrests and paid over $35,000 in reward money to school 
related tips.    
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION for additional information: 
Crimestoppers GNO    Mailing Address: 
Darlene Cusanza    P.O. Box 55249 
President and CEO    Metairie, LA  70055 
 
Darlene@crimestoppersgno.org 
(504) 837-8477 office   
(504) 832-2571 fax 

mailto:Darlene@crimestoppersgno.org


 
 
 
 

 
Teen Ambassadors Against Crime 

    2017-2018 Application 
V             Application Deadline is September 8th 2017              

 
 

 -- PRINT NEATLY IN BLUE OR BLACK INK OR TYPE --  

-- PLEASE ATTACH A CURRENT PHOTO OF THE STUDENT TO THIS APPLICATION -- 
Parent or Guardian and School Representative signatures must be present in order for this form to be processed.  

 

STUDENT INFORMATION 
 

Last 
Name 

First 
Name 

Middle 
Name 

Suffix 
(Jr., II, etc.) 

Preferred Name  
Nickname 

Date of 
Birth MM/DD/YY 

Mailing Street Address 

City State 
Zip  
Code 

Parish  

Student Gender (please circle):          Male     Female T-shirt Size (adult sizes):          XS        S       M       L       XL      2XL 

Home Telephone 
(               ) 

Student’s Cell Phone                                        
(                 )                                                                          

Primary Email Address 
                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Secondary Email Address 
                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 

SCHOOL  
Currently Attending 

Year of Graduation 
Or Grade Level 

Student Recommended/Endorsed by (Administrator's/ Liaison’s Name):  

 
 

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION 
 

Mother or 
Parent/ Guardian Name 

Mother/Guardian Telephone ( i.e. Cell) 
(            ) 

Employer 
 

Mother/Guardian Email Address:  
 

Father or 
Parent/ Guardian Name 

Father/Guardian Telephone ( i.e. Cell) 
(            ) 

 
Employer 

Father/Guardian Email Address:  

Parent/Guardian Address:  Parent/Guardian Child Resides With:  
    Mother           Father        Other: _______________________ 

Crimestoppers, Inc. 

P.O. Box 55249 

Metairie, LA 70055 
www.crimestoppersgno.org 

504-837-8477 

   

http://www.crimestoppersgno.org/


 

Student Questions 
 

Please answer the following questions in the space provided. Attach an additional page if necessary. 
 

1. Describe how you believe teens can make a difference in crime prevention. _____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Please describe your interest in Teen Ambassadors Against Crime Leadership Program. ________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What do you hope to gain from your involvement as a Teen Ambassador Against Crime? ______________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What talents, expertise, or other skills would you bring to the Ambassador group? ____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What leadership or other skills do you have to enable you to bring what you learn as an Ambassador back to your 

school? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Are you involved in any other programs at school or in the community? Please describe. ________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What are your future career plans? ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Media Release 
 

 
I, as the parent or legal guardian of   _______________________________________________  consent and agree, to the following terms and 
                                                                                                                           Please Print name of person photographed or recorded 
provisions regarding the Media and the above named minor child.  
 
Crimestoppers, its nominees, agents and assignees, have unlimited permission to use publish and republish for purposes of advertising, 
trade or any other lawful use, information about the above named minor and reproductions of their likeness (photographic or otherwise) 
and recorded voice whether or not related to any affiliation with Crimestoppers with or without their name.   
 

PLEASE PRINT NAME 
PARENT/GUARDIAN  

RELATIONSHIP  
TO MINOR 

SIGNATURE 
PARENT/ GUARDAIN 

 
DATE 

 

 

Medical Release 
 

 
By signing this application, I the Parent/ Guardian of ____________________________________________________________ agree not to hold 
                                                                                                                                                                                                              Name of Minor Child 

Crimestoppers and its agents responsible for any necessary actions taken in an effort to maintain my child’s health and well being. I 
understand that if medical treatment is deemed necessary every attempt will be made to contact the parent/guardian and emergency 
contact listed prior to any actions being taken. I assume responsibility for any medical and/or transportation bills incurred by my 
child/ward in route to or at a medical facility.  I authorize in my absence the following in the event of a medical emergency involving my 
child: 

 Necessary First Aid and/or CPR 

 Authorization to transport and admit my child to the hospital should that need arise. 

 Authorization for any medical procedure deemed medically necessary by medical professionals. 

 Authorization for the child’s release from medical care in the event that I can not be contacted. 
 

All information requested below is VOLUNTARY.  This information will only be used in the event of a medical emergency and is held 
CONFIDENTIALLY.  

Any pre-existing Health Conditions or Health related restrictions/ limitations:   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Known Allergies: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please list any medications: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Emergency Contact  
 

In the event of an emergency, please list the following information of someone to contact if we are unable to reach the parent(s) or 
guardian(s) listed above. 

 

 
Emergency Contact (other than a parent) 
Name  
 

 
Relationship 
To Teen Ambassador 

Phone Number 
(             ) 

Alternate Telephone ( i.e. Work, Cell) 
(             ) 



 

Crimestoppers Mission 
 
Crimestoppers is a non-profit organization. Our primary goal is to provide citizens with a way to assist law enforcement to 
apprehend criminals and to make our community a safer place to live. Crimestoppers is run by civilians, not law enforcement. When 
you call Crimestoppers, you never fill out a police report or testify in court. We work closely with law enforcement by passing on 
information callers give us through the tipline. But Crimestoppers itself does not investigate crimes and does not prosecute criminals.  
We are the connection between community residents who want to fight against crime without having their identity revealed, and 
law enforcement, which needs community cooperation to effectively prosecute criminals and stop crime.  
 

Teen Ambassador Against Crime Signed Commitment 
 

I understand that I must abide by the rules and regulations of Crimestoppers and any other institution to which I am assigned or visit 
as a part of the Teen Ambassadors Against Crime Program. I understand that I am expected to be present at all meetings and 
activities including the opening orientation, and agree not to miss more than two meetings during the duration of the school year. I 
understand that I am a representative of Crimestoppers at all times; I will represent this organization in a positive manner, this means 
performing my duties in a courteous manner, unselfishly and to the best of my ability. As an Ambassador, I recognize and will be 
committed to the prevention and solving of crime in my community.  
 
Teen Ambassador Signature: ______________________________________________________________________   Date: __________________________________ 

 

Parental Consent 
 

My child/ward has my permission to participate as a Crimestoppers Teen Ambassador Against Crime.  I make the commitment to 
support my child/ward in this activity whenever possible, including attending meetings and activities. I understand that my 
child/ward is participating in this program at no cost to my family or the school. I hereby do release and discharge, Crimestoppers, its 
assignees, officers, agents, employees, and officials and their successors from any and all liability that may be received by my minor 
child/ward: from all claims and demands to personal property growing out of or resulting from my child/ward’s participation in 
Crimestoppers activities, except where the same is caused by the willful misconduct of the foregoing.  My signature below authorizes 
the above Media and Medical Releases. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________________________________      Date: __________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Printed Name: _____________________________________________________________________       

 

School Representative Endorsement 
 

The above named student has school permission to participate in the Crimestoppers Teen Ambassador Against Crime Leadership 
Program. As a representative of the student’s school, I make the commitment to support the student in this activity whenever 
possible, including excusing the student from his/her classes to attend meetings and activities which may occur during school hours. 
The school will support the student and his/her service learning project, including an end-of-the-year activity designed to share the 
information he/she has learned though involvement with the Crimestoppers Teen Ambassadors Against Crime Program. I understand 
that this student is participating in this program at no cost or financial benefit to the school, and agree to allow the student to use 
Ambassador service hour project to count toward community service or volunteer hours required by the school.   
 
School Representative: ____________________________________________________________________________   Date: __________________________________ 
 
Printed Name: _____________________________________________________________   Title: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Email:         _ 

 

 
Parent or Guardian Signatures and School Representative Endorsement  

must be present in order for paperwork to be processed. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Participation Contract 
 
TAAC will meet at alternating locations within the  
Greater New Orleans Area on approximately a bi-monthly 
basis. Weekday afternoon meetings will run 4 p.m. -5:30 p.m.   
on either Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. Saturday 
meetings will have varying start and end times depending  
on the destination and activity, but will generally run from 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Snacks will be provided. Meeting 
times may change by agreement of the majority of youth participants and Crimestoppers staff.  
 
The goals of TAAC are: 
To give students an opportunity to directly engage with law enforcement and other community partners while 
becoming educated and empowered to serve as crime prevention role models in their communities. The 
program teaches students about the costs and consequences both personally and economically of crime, their 
rights and responsibilities as citizens, and their ability to bring about meaningful change through advocacy and 
service, while grooming them as future leaders. 
 
They will also work to educate their peers and other members of the community about teen victimization and 
the help that is available. 
 
To be an effective TAAC youth leader, teens must be willing to: 

 Be responsible and reliable 

 Participate in both indoor and outdoor activities 

 Work as a team with other teens 

 Complete assigned tasks 

 Help other people 

 Work to improve the community 

 Respect and listen to others 

 Learn new things 

 Bring back what is learned to their school communities 
 
The TAAC program includes a series of highly interactive hands-on educational sessions, designed to teach you 
how to examine violence and law-related issues in the context of your schools and communities and how to 
apply what you learn to real-life circumstances. You will learn about different types of crime, the costs and 
consequences of crime, how crime affects communities, and what community prevention programs and 
services are available to you.  
 

 
  



 

Crimestoppers Teen Ambassadors Against Crime Agreement 
 
I, __________________________________, agree to honor the following commitments for the duration of the Teen 
Ambassadors Against Crime (TAAC) Leadership Program, from September 2017 through May 2018. 
 

 I will attend every meeting, unless I have an emergency or am ill. If I cannot attend, I will contact Shira Hussain, 
Safe School Coordinator for Crimestoppers at Shira@crimestoppersgno.org or Crimestoppers office at             
(504) 837-8477. I will be responsible for making up any missed work before the next session by calling Mario or 
another program participant. 

 I will demonstrate responsibility by being on time, doing what needs to be done, and working to solve any 
problems that arise. 

 I will be involved in all TAAC activities and give my full participation. 

 I will listen to others and be willing to learn and try new things. 

 I will respect everyone’s ideas even if I disagree. 

 I will be a hard worker and try my best. 
 

To receive the maximum benefit and ensure the group’s productivity and success, it is important for Teen 
Ambassadors Against Crime to attend every session of the program. We understand that at times there will be 
other prior commitments that occur, but we ask that students check the TAAC schedule against their own 
schedule to minimize conflicts and ensure their participation in meetings and other program activities. All 
TAAC members MUST be able to attend at least 80% of the meetings in order to complete the program. If 
you cannot do this, please let us know ASAP so we can try to work something out with you or make other 
arrangements. 
 

I understand that in exchange for my participation in the TAAC program, I will receive certain benefits. These 
benefits include: 
 

 Learning new skills such as interviewing, public speaking, and computer skills 

 Having a positive impact on my community 

 Building my own leadership skills 

 The opportunity to engage community resources  

 The opportunity to voice concerns to community leaders 

 To develop skills in violence prevention and conflict resolution 

 To serve as peer role model, and mentor for future programs 

 Networking for possible student internships 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________  
Signature, Teen Ambassador   Date 
 
I have read the TAAC agreement and will do my part to support this youth participant. 
 
___________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Signature, Parent/Guardian    Signature, Crimestoppers Representative 
 
 

When complete, please send this form back to Crimestoppers by faxing to: 504-832-2571, 
or mailing it to: Crimestoppers, Inc.; P.O. Box 55249; Metairie, LA 70055 

 
 
 
 
 
 


